


Honouring Kwame 
Nkrumah
By Rahma Ziblim

Every year on 21st September, Ghanaians celebrate Kwame Nkrumah Memorial
Day to honour the life and legacy of one of Africa’s greatest leaders. Dr. Kwame
Nkrumah was not only the first Prime Minister and President of Ghana, but also a
fearless freedom fighter, visionary, and champion of African unity.

Born in 1909 in Nkroful in the Western Region of Ghana, Nkrumah believed in
education and the power of knowledge. He studied abroad in the United States
and the United Kingdom, where he was inspired by ideas of freedom, justice, and
equality. These ideas fueled his mission to lead Ghana to independence from
British colonial rule.

In 1957, under Nkrumah’s leadership, Ghana
became the first country in sub-Saharan Africa to
gain independence. He famously declared, “The
independence of Ghana is meaningless unless it is
linked up with the total liberation of Africa.” This
showed his deep commitment not only to Ghana,
but to the freedom of the entire continent.

As President, Nkrumah worked hard to improve
the lives of Ghanaians. He built schools, hospitals,
roads, and factories. He introduced free education
and encouraged industrial development. His
government also started big projects like the
Akosombo Dam, which brought electricity to many
parts of the country.

Even though his time in power ended in 1966,
Nkrumah’s dream of a united and self-reliant
Africa still inspires many today. He taught us to
believe in ourselves, to value education, and to
fight for justice.

As we celebrate Nkrumah Memorial Day, let us
remember his sacrifices and continue working
toward the peaceful, united, and prosperous
Ghana he envisioned.
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